
To sustain means to keep going or continue, and 
sustainable is the ability to carry on an activity 
indefinitely with minimal impact on the 
environment. 

From:  http://cagardenweb.ucdavis.edu



Landscaping in harmony with the natural conditions of the 
watershed
Reducing waste and recycling materials
Keeping green waste on site
Nurturing healthy soils while reducing fertilizer use
Conserving water, energy and topsoil
Using IPM to minimize chemical use
Reducing storm water runoff
Creating wildlife habitat

From “River Friendly Landscape Guidelines”



1.  Landscape for the Local 
Climate

Use landscape adapted natives, 
or climate appropriate plant 
materials such as Arboretum 
All-Stars
Consider the potential for fire 
and modify to defend your 
home from Wildfire
Select trees that have known 
resistance to key local pests.

http://ucanr.org/repository/fileaccess.cfm?article=12595&p= LNAEMR


http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu/arboretum_all_stars.aspx



Coastal Redwood grove in 
Clovis?



FIRE SAFE LANDSCAPESFIRE SAFE LANDSCAPES

http://groups.ucanr.org/SAFE/



Plants match space
Reduce pruning
Grass cycle
Compost
Salvage and recycle

Italian cypress – what’s wrong with this picture?



XYLOSMAS, DON’T STAY SMALL        
FOR LONG!

CAROLINA CHERRIES CAN GROW UP TO 30’+ 
SURFACE ROOTS + FRUIT = DISASTER

Plant to match the space: In order to avoid constant pruning 
and the creation of green waste.



COMPOST ON SITE OR MULCH WASTECOMPOST ON SITE OR MULCH WASTE

But don’t make it too much of a good thing!



Topped Trees

Vigorous/weak 
limbs, require more 
pruning and thus 
more green waste
Unnatural 
appearance of tree
Prone to limb 
failure



Salvage & Recycle: Find long term uses 
for dead or dying trees



Save topsoil
Protect soil from 
compaction
Prevent erosion
Mulch
Feed soils naturally
Avoid synthetic, quick 
release fertilizers
Minimize the use of 
chemical pesticides

http://ucanr.org/repository/fileaccess.cfm?article=12045&p= PFNQYP
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